
Literally Social Justice:
A Strong Image of the Child 

and Early Literacy
Conference Dates

August 28-29, 2009

The Indianapolis Reggio Collaborative is 
honored to host The Wonder of Learning 
- The Hundred Languages of Children 
from Reggio Emilia, Italy.  Versions of this 
continuously updated traveling exhibition, 
translated into various languages, have 
been telling the story of the Reggio Emilia 
educational experience to visitors for more 
than 25 years.  The Indianapolis venue 
for the exhibit is the Indiana State House 
located in downtown Indianapolis.

Literally Social Justice:
A Strong Image of the Child 

and Early Literacy

Name: _______________________________

Organization: _________________________

Address: ______________________________

City/State/Zip: ________________________

Phone: _______________________________

Email: _______________________________

____ Conference Registration $200.00
____ Conference Registration 
 NAREA Member $180.00

Please make check payable to:

 St. Mary’s Child Center
 901 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St.
 Indianapolis, IN 46202

To pay by credit card:

Name on card _________________________

Card # ______________________________ 

Expiration ____________

Hospitality

Conference lunch and snacks are included.

For more information please contact:

Sharon Stuhldreher
Email: outreach@stmaryschildcenter.org
Phone: (317)635-1491

To register online, visit:

www.stmaryschildcenter.org/irc 

Exhibition of the infant-toddler centers and preschools 
of the Istituzione - Municipality of Reggio Emilia, Italy 

in collaboration with

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA
JULY 15 - DECEMBER 18, 2009

INDIANA STATE HOUSE
MARKET STREET AT CAPITOL AVENUE

Indianapolis ReggioCollaborative
hosted by

Schedule:
August 28, 2009
3:30pm-5:00pm
Tour St. Mary’s
5:30pm - 7:00pm
Tour Exhibit
7:30pm - 9:00
Crowne Plaza

August 29, 2009
8:00am - 12:00pm
Indiana State House
12:00pm - 5:00pm
Crowne Plaza
5:00pm - 6:30pm Tour St. Mary’s

Th ere are many hotels downtown near the 
Indiana State House and they include Crowne 
Plaza, Th e Hyatt Regency and Th e Westen 
Indianapolis.



Literally Social Justice:
A Strong Image of the Child and Early Literacy

Please join the Indianapolis Reggio Collaborative for the Grand Opening of the Wonder of Learning - Th e Hundred 
Languages of Children exhibit from Reggio Emilia, Italy.  Th is project is a collaboration between Reggio children, the North 
American Reggio Emilia Alliance and the Indianapolis Reggio collaborative.  Th e focus of this conference will be to examine a 
central concept from Reggio Emilia called “Image of the Child” and how a strong image of the child can not only inspire great 
things in North American early childhood settings, but also elementary school settings because all children have the right to the 
highest quality of learning experiences.
Presenters Katie Wood Ray and Matt Glover will share with conference attendees how their work in early literacy with Writer’s 
Workshop maintains a strong image of the child.  Presenters Dr. Brenda Fyfe and Susan MacKay will discuss their work with and 
in public schools, emphasizing best practices and examples of student work that illustrate what a strong image of the child looks 
like in urban, public school settings.  Conference attendees will hear presentations by all four presenters, participate in smaller 
group breakout sessions and tour the Wonder of Learning exhibit from Reggio Emilia, Italy.

Katie Wood Ray is a former Associate Professor at Western Carolina University and is now a full-time writer and researcher 
of the teaching of writing.  She works with teachers across the country to help them implement writing workshops in their 
classrooms, and is the author or coauthor of numerous resources on the teaching of writing, including the Heinemann titles 
Already Ready: Nurturing Writers in Preschool and Kindergarten (2008),Study Driven (2006), About the Authors (2004) and 
its DVD Companion Th e Teaching Behind ABOUT THE AUTHORS (2005), and What You know by Heart (2002).  She is a 
Heinemann Professional Development provider.

Dr. Brenda Fyfe is the Dean of the School of Education at Webster University in St. Louis, MO.  Webster is an international 
university with campuses across the world and has a mission to promote global citizenship and individual excellence.

Dr. Fyfe has studied the Reggio Emilia schools and philosophy for 20 years.  Over this period of time she has organized 
delegations to Reggio, collaborated to bring the 100 Languages of Children Exhibit to St. Louis twice, obtained grant funding to 
support the professional development of teachers from several schools, authored chapters in books and several journal articles on 
Reggio inspired topics such as negotiated learning, the relationship between documentation and assessment, parent participation, 
conversations with children, and making learning visible in higher education.  She has presented as a keynote speaker and on 
many panels at national and international conferences on Reggio inspired practice and research.  In the fall of 2001 Dr. Fyfe 
hosted and co-taught with Carla Rinaldi, current President of Reggio Children, who was a visiting professor for a
semester at Webster University.

Currently, as Dean of the School of Education, Dr. Fyfe supports a Reggio inspired professional development partnership with 
Maplewood Richmond Heights School District, a diverse, urban school district. Th e focus of the partnership is to support Reggio 
Emilia inspired  education at the early childhood and early elementary levels.

Dr. Fyfe is a former president of the Association for Constructivist Teaching and currently serves as this national organization’s 
membership chair and treasurer.  She has also served as an elected board member of the American Association of Early Childhood 
Teacher Education.

Susan MacKay joined Opal School of the Portland Children’s Museum in 2002 after seven years of teaching in public elementary 
schools.  Her 2002 visit to Reggio Emilia supported her interest in the creative capacities of children and has inspired her work 
as a teacher researcher, working with children in preschool through 5th grade. Susan gives leadership to inquiry-based learning 
through the languages of the arts and sciences and works in collaboration with Opal School teachers and Museum educators to 
document children’s learning. She has published and presented nationally on the subjects of creativity, literacy, playful inquiry, 
and social justice. 

Matt Glover is the former Principal of Creekside Early Childhood School in West Chester, Ohio.  His former school served 
preschool, kindergarten and fi rst grade students.  Matt is the author of Engaging Young Writers: Preschool - Grade 1 (2009) and the 
coauthor (with Katie Wood Ray) of the Heineman title Already Ready: Nurturing Writers in Preschool and Kindergarten (2008).  

“I had the privilege to see the Wonder of Learning exhibit 
during its fi rst stop in Boulder, CO.  Th e way the Italians 
documented children’s learning was inspiring.   As I refl ected 
about the exhibit, it made me think more deeply about my 
teaching practices and strengthened my belief that young 
children are capable, competent, and curious. ”
Abby Bucher 
Preschool Teacher-Warren Early Childhood Center

“Katie Wood Ray talks about the teaching of writing in a 
way that brings the meaning making of the child to life. I 
have used About the Authors with preservice teachers for 
years. My students can see the young writer developing in the 
pages of her books, and begin to image their roles as teachers 
through her practical, inviting guidance.”
Dr. Judy Lysaker - Butler University

“I appreciate the way the Brenda Fyfe was able to make the 
session ‘real’ not only theoretical. I could hear questions we 
ask ourselves while Brenda was presenting.”
Attendee - Innovations in Early Education: A Seminar Series 
for Early Childhood Educators in Detroit, MI

“I had the opportunity to hear Susan MacKay’s presentation 
in Boulder, CO at the NAREA Annual Conference 2008.  
Schools like Opal School are proving that a strong image of 
the child and school success are possible... that educational 
experiences grounded in deep meaning and purpose for the 
children and their families can lead to extraordinary thinking, 
writing and understanding.  Schools like Opal School show 
us that every child, no matter his circumstance, has the right 
to a rich curriculum and that children will succeed as a result 
of those opportunities.”
Ron Smith
Director - Warren Early Childhood Center

“As an educator I have never attended a workshop so 
rich with useful information about young writers, their 
capabilities, and the techniques and strategies teachers can use 
to encourage writing in our youngest students.  Launching 
Pre-K – 1 Writer’s Workshop seemed daunting until Matt 
Glover presented his ideas and suggestions, and shared video 
clips of Writer’s Workshop in action.”
Polly Conner
Principal, Eastridge Elementary School


