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a profile of dr. loris
malaguzzi, founder of
the reggio emilia early

childhood program

S D Parravia Werssias

Eduscators throughout the world anre mowrming the boss of D, Loeis Malagoezi, whodsed of whean agtack
o Janaeary 30, 19594, His presence will be massed in Beggio, by friends and Gaouly, and Iy thi educators,
parems and children who are connected with the Regeio schools amd infam cenders. His loss will also
b el h:u' the cateens ol Hl_'l_'j_'lll wha hitve oo to Know and respecl e remuirkabde crergy thiil [ares
Milaguel pave Tn the service of cresting an entire conumunity —noljost aschool o 23 schoads. TR
entine community of adulis dedicated to providing the best passibbe world for children. Aswell, the death
of Lowis Malaguzzi will be feltin the educationad commuminy inthe United Suies, coming a0a bmewhen
we have been discovering the relevance of D, Malaguzzi s vision and philosophy toour osn work here.
Laosris Malaguzzi was bom in Correggio, & provinee of Reggio Emilin, on Feb. 23, 1920 In degcribing
his chilahaososd s Danish writer Peter Ambeck-Madsen, Malagues said, " The guestion is whesher we who
were voung in fascist laly in the 1920« and 1930x can eves remember having a childhood = Foemaindy
can’1, 1 think it was destroyed by six years of war which gidbbled up our youth. Perhaps that's sy Lam
always most interested in the most important childhood years — bath others” and my own.”

“My father. who was a sitionmaster, pressed me a litthe. w0 in-1939 | began my weacher training, which
I completed during the war. T was o shor and ines pensivegourse amd would provide 3 modest bat secure
liveliood, §wis aboe s soldier - a bad one! —on rilwisy doty Bround Bolognae, Betause | was invelved
with the railway §did ot have to work for the Germaon Wehnnacht — and that wispood, There were M)
of us wheo graduated from weacher raining inmy year, but only teo of us ook up peaching after the war
[he sthers disappeared 1o other jobs which paid bener, But maybe that’s ot sech o bad thing - you can
only be good at teaching if you enjoy it, if it gets under your skin,” (Ambeck-Madsen, 1992, p. 18)

B'.. 1545, 1he EmpErymE| il ||,';h'|'|||1;; which was wmler Lons Malaguerer s skin, led him into an
extraordinary adventure and commitment, Six days after tee eod of Workd War 11, Dr. Malagies oode
his bicyelke 1o the nearby own of Reggio Emilia where women were gatherning bricks amd wood out of
the rubble of war to build o new school, Having witnessed the devaststion of the war and the fascist
regime of Mussolini, Reggio parents were it on creating schoods thal coubd lead to a better world Tor
children. This first schoeal, “Villa Cella™, was financed by selling a tank, three malitary trucks and =iy
haerses which were left in the German retreat. Impressed by the parents commitment, Dr. Molaguezi
olfered his support, He continued o work with Beggio parends until 1963, when Beggio Ermilia ospened
Italy™s first secular, city-sponsored school, and hired Dy, Madagues as the official edocational
coordinaior. Under Dy, Malagues's leadership, the cigy has come to finance 22 schosols For children aged
Tioh WEArsE and 12 o cemers for children :Ij.'l.‘-i i manths 1o 3 vears,

In spenking of the beginmings of the Reggio early childhood program, Dr. Malaguezi said, “If we
continue 1o review those extraordinary origins, it is because we are still trying o understand the
iniaitions, the heas, and the feelings that were there af the start and that have accompanicd us ever since
These cormespond to what John Dewey called. “the foundation of the mimd,” or Lev Vygotsky considered,
*the loan of consciousness.” Such concepis we have plways kept in mind, especially inmoments when
e e had tomake diffecult decisions or overcome shaiocles. Indeed, the fira philosoghy leamed from
these extraordiniry events, in the wike of such o war, was to give a human, dignified, ool meamng to
e ianenee. 1o be able fo make chances with |_|._||:||!| of mind and [PTpHISE, and 1o veam [or the futune of
mmnkingd.” ( Edwards, Gandini and Forman., 1993, p. S0k

Throwghow his life, Dr. Malaguesi pursoed o course of w tde-ranging activity. He was the fowwder of
the Municipal Psycho-Pedagogic Medical Center shenly after the war and directed the “Rinascita™
Institution for Survivors and Pamisans. He worked in an international effort fo support children who had
been left handicapped or orphaned by the war. In addition, Dr, Malaguesi, with the poet Comado Costa,
created a children®s theater group and produced plays by Beckent, Brecht and fonesco. Since 1976, Dr
Mabaguzri had been the director of the menthly magazine, Zerosel (Ferosix) angd since 1985 of the
|-||._-.||1|'||:|‘ magazine Bariwinr (Childkren), He wems also the |1||."\-Il\.||.'|'|| of the Mationi] Association 1or the
FEdscation of Infams and Chaldren in Taly
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D, Malaguez: organized two exhibits based on works created inthe Reggio preprimary schiools which
have traveled throughout Evrope and the United States. The second exhibit, The Mundred Languages
af Ciwilafren, 18 currently am four in Aorh Amenca (see the Calendar Ianings) and 15 scheduled m LS.
cities throagh 1996, The Hwrdred Languages of Children : Noarranives of the Possible catalogee, which
was comipiled by Dr. Malaguezi to accompany the exhibat, is currently available in the United States (see
Recommended Resowrges). In addition tothe publishing of many anticles and speeches, Lons Malaguze
wis e suhor of schabdren sTok. Velpdne, alnmid favvo di galline (Linle Fox, The Lazr Thiefof Chickens).

Alhough L, "-.Iul.r,'_u;;u::l allwally renred drtm s posatenn swiath the Kegpio wchools 1 1983, he
contimued his activetnvolvement unt] the tme of his death, He continued o owork waih the educators,
children and parents of the Reggio preprimary schools, and lectured throughout the world to help
inkerpired the H;rbgl-.:- |'-I||I||'\1'|J|'|h}' b othwers. i the Last AT il his hfe, Lons !".'I.il,:g_.:u.-' 1 Toeused mnech o
his epergy into the creation of anorganiizaion called Reggio Childrea. Made up of varnows constita-
erncaes ol I-tc-|__=J=l_|-.:u._'|I|..'-:_'nh_ the fupctionaf Kegeio Children 15 to SWppHar] Lhe |.'.'\|r'-:|.' chaildbood schoods: o
disseminate information, publish malerials, conduct research, oversee foreieon delegations and educate
tesichers, Dir Z'l.1.|’.;|1_'-.|.".r|. |':-.|:-r:_'ww;| greal salisfaction when the ininative of Hegpio Children received o
vile of approval in the muanicipality of Reggio in the fall of 1993, and an affiliace organization, Regpio
Chiletren, U5A ws formed in the Uniled States, Formore mformation about Begeio Children, [TSA, see
the imerview with Carol Philips on the final page,

The | ¥ marked a period of imemational recognition for Lonis Malaguzezi's Hife-long efTorms on behali
of clabdren, An amicle m Newswerk {December 2, 1990 ) cieexl the Beppo Ermibln cardy childhood
program as “the best in the world™ and brought hundreds of teachers, poumalisis, filmmakers and
researchers o e exemplary schools winch Dir, Malnpuesy foamncled, o P92, Lons Malaguzzr wis
awarded the prestigious LEGO prize which is nssigned fo persons or institutions thad have made “an
exiraorcinory contrbution Wivwards the improvement of comlihons under which clildren Tve aod grow
ap.” {Ambeck-Madsen, 1992, p. 2, In 1993, Dr. Malaguees received the Kohl Intemational Edecation
Award, sponsored by the kodl Foundation of Willmsetve, Hlomops

As Dr. Malaguze sccepted the award, he poted, 1 was wondering what image | could bring hack to

Narrairve of the Possible

Reggio about this day. | think it would be of a large ship, Hilked with
many fricnds and greal celebration, secking a safie harbor, a sccure,
protecied place wherne we might reason together, deeply and clearly,
about all the thaings we've done, and have not done e, for chil-

dren. . . 7 (Lame 19935, p. 69)

Even il bimes o celebranon (o .1I.'LI.'III‘W||.'|:||:L-\.' Fias :|.-:_'4'-:u|1pl|-.!|:|n|.'1|.l-._
Loris Malaguzes thought of the future. He saw that his work on
bBehall of chuldren |.I;.'-hp|1|.= the ceasebess elforts over the course of
his 74 years — was nowhene near complete, We canall leamn from the
Fl.l.'\n.llI|'|.|,,I'||1Lﬂ|||:|'||-,,'l'||‘.,||'||‘| wision for the Tuture that Lons MJIJFUJH
embadlicad.

REFERENCES

* Ambeck-Madsen, P (1992)
Denmark: The LEGO Group.
= Edwards, ., Gandimi, L. ond Forman, G, (1993), The #indred
Languages of Childeen:  The Regoio Envilte Approack 1o Eardy
Civildhood Education. Morwood, New Jersey: Ablex Publishing

,r.IJr f.rll i} ,I“.".'_'l' .|“r1'l.| H|'|II'|']_'||"

Lorporation,

* Hinckbe, F. (1991 *The Ten Best Schools in the World, and
What we Can Leam From Them.”™ Newaweek, 50-59,

* [ane, M5, (%), “Lons Makagoes's One Hondred Lan
punges.” Sehalastie Exrly Chilabood Today, B(2), 68-649.

(19R), The Hurdred Languoees of Chldren
H::_-l:;rll-:'. Emilia, lialy: |h.-p.||11|1|_'|u il

* Malaguzn, |

E ..rI:. Eduseation



={ 18
-

Tr
aj
=
=1




Loris Malaguze bas lefus, The
evidence of sorrow and pain that
is being seen throughour haly
i thee wihle worbd allosws us 1o
affirm, that not only Re
Emilia, but luly a5 o whale has
kst @ great man, He was o man
whir knew

(LA LL]

haow (o honor his

country by makineg Reoei

B, hes s loals and his
priland cenfers, an essentel refer-
ence o four those who wash to
Bueld g masdem angd advanced
cclucatpnal svstem for ¢hildren

o every comer ol 1he world

Ihe greal buslder that he was
leaves wus with, among oher
things. the insaght and prec o
menance m e malpleve To
whsch he dechicated has lite with
all of hes cneergy wniil the el
hl

Broaclen and promeste outside of

soin Cliffdren was created 1o

oer Cely the soudly, the research
and the application of the meth
odls thiad have therr origin lere in

Reggin

Laaris hasd one of the most Jif
culi and demanding careers: that
of an educator, decply aware of
the responsibiliies to the Tami
lics, sociery, and above all 1ot
children to whom e wished w
guarnmdes a culiured, intelligent
and happy life. These were the
deepest and most significant
qualitecs of the man wlha did nod
enclose himself in a theoretical
wiork, bul gave concrebe and tan-

welim, He made anuntering and
datly commtiment B Chabdnen,
with school personnel, wih par

cods, wilth tee nich amd armicu

Bnved Erest it iona] amd dermocrtic
redty. striving always iowards 4
PIIITry |||'|i.._-|_'1|'.._' which he re-
I.'H.'-\.Il'\..'l.l JuEl [ Few q.|.J:- SAZG IO the
directors of the in

fancy schools: “ihe
'H.:\.'.'lllvll.l'\-\. |'..|'|. Tl (R I‘h_' |
high quality not for
LS |":|| CINE 140 S

therm, bauf first of all
for thie [h_'u-plu_- wlhin
Iivee H:c-::_u-:'-" T
sum ak up, hie disrnosn-
strofdicdd the Tirme de-
termanation of o per-
s who does not -
loww Bamisell o be
come carred J'.'-.Zl:.
anel hive s afben-
Loy destraicied I'-:. this
fame .m||||.r|,'.'. i the
world, and whio doies
1wl waaid 1oy lime Ehe
il
wilal rosds of bis ex-

miesd  autheniic
perienee,  This s a
lesson that we mnssl
leinlel Birmaly alson the
cormmatment 1hal we
make o conlimee in
Kevein Children
and should speak 1o
the world by think
ing ol the present and
Tubure gualiny ol ser
vices lor the childnen
il Hegpio Emilia

d process witich «

to socialize, f.l:r Bt

by sl

- Dr. Lor

wiy 1o contemee the wiork of o
man hat ran avway [rom rheto
ric. loahed the vainness ol po
lecal peectngs and shor-laved
grufification of exterior mani
Fesratbons. He wias mever pleased
of satisfied. e alwavy was de
termmimed to dig decper, 1o gues

the right te fulfill and alse expand

all

af their j.lu.l'r'ﬂ.f."u.l'.

by recognizing and valuing

children's capacity

affection and tru.

ving thefr nee

l'.lrl". rres I'I-I":'H'h'.

Malaguzzi

i e accomplished

ing them

Digwn harmsall amd others, also e
expect and 1o provoke wathoul
rest. He alwinys asked froim him

sl Farsl, and tlsen o those wilus
worked with oo and o those
who were going 1o pasicipale in

thee lifiz of service.

In the course of 50
vears, the adminis-
trators of this ciy
had commiited rela-
tionships with him
which were always
enthusiasic and in-
He pulied
the Mavors and the
Councilors of his
city by the jacket as
wicll as people from
odher cities in lualy
mnd the rese of the
world, Tamilies and
whoneves
decided should give
ahelping hand o the

schwmnls

vl ved,

else he

He was niog
ewven the slighiess it
M SUTTH L OIS OF -
rogant. He was
deeply grounded in
reality, amd 1is s
precisely why he
Was 50 awane of the
difficulties, the
|1:'|'||'|I|,'|:|- 0 OVEr-
come, and the lozi-
niess o winover, He
did mot carry @ ar-
rogance of truth in
his paschoer: rather, he

b ancd apes wllnch swere con
tuoaisly put B0 the test of a
realiny which was olten hard.
ungenerous, ol vieden, espe
cad by tovweands e weaker peopde
bBeginmmg with the cluldoen
the various afeas all over the
world. How canone not think of
thee chibdren from the ex-Yugo
slavia? And also those anound
us. Loris Malogures was a preai
builder in & world of enacious
and hard-working builders. His
coummuniny understood this and
realized with his great contnibu-
tion a splendud human, social,
and cultural adveniure.

Lorix urged us "o yeam for the
futere of humankied.” 0t will
miol b easy 1o look and move
ahead without him in this ad-
viehture, b [”l1i|:- moge than
He has

ganfie, bt lee hias left us so moch

CVET, IR MUSE COnEnibe.

aof himself, and on this we will
immedintely begin to build. As
a maiter of fect | seem o hea
him; in a meement like this Loris
wiolld certainly say ious: “Hey,
what are vou all doing? Up, up,
led's goon working and thinking,

come en!™

Thank you, Logis

Movor Antonelln »pagg

gabde life (o anoniginnd and inge-  This is also the maes

o intertsaning of thowght and coherent ood froe

I had the good forune of mecting Loris while | was godng through one of the most deferminative
crossromds of my lifie, shared i (rendshipwith himthad grew over time end tmaght me (o alw s distnesi
ceraimdies ind contineously sk questions. From him | have understood the meaning of the work 1have
cione in these past vears with children, parenis and educaors

He tawght mee the vimues and riches natare gives 1o children — and their minds — amd the manvel of
thier with theme | lesmed from baom the pow erful
encrgy and stupendows strength that guestioning can give to the mind

ciscovering and building these virises and riches o

I o bast cormespondence, just a few weeks ago, Loris wrote bo mee: " The worbd, as you can see, poes
in infinite spurts. Always shamebessly and wonderfully Imesh, 1 s00l have many thengs to da,”

| make, winh Loris, together with bos and my many inends. o large, sincere promise to Dife and o the
[uiure which passes throwgzh mie,

Abdo Fortunols

TS RS F Laa
PR E P RIS WY TR Fetrefr

Lawris Malaguzzei phoned me vesterday, Janoary 289th, His voice was near and strong

| kmvow thiat the
thousands of miles of ocean make no difference. but today, January 30, now that the voice of Loris is

still, the clariy of the commamication seems even mone of a mirscke o me

Lawris had specific requests inmind when he called, just os be always did. He wanted to be browght up

o cdate on the interests and issues ¢ urrenily on thie miknds of Amencan teachers, in order to ENCOEPERIEC

them in the program of the June seminar. He listened 1o me bud he also inermopied with questions nnd

comiments. Then he revenled new ideas for yet more of his ingenious initiatives, He also had precise
mcssages thot he asked me totransmit tothe “fiends™, ioihe group of ediscators who hove been devoting

great energy to disseminate ithrowghowl ihe United States the ideas elaborated by him and the Beggrie

|'|I||||.| 1 |'.|.

i | Tistened o him | Gilled up three pages of notes, 1 hove these nades belfone me now and they are
marked by duner stvins. 1 has Been difficul (o call soh a1 senhs wnad haive to tell theme such =il angd
defimitive news. But the stpins do mot cancel the words of Loris: in foct D reahize that 1 was making a
mistake before: his voice has not been stilled but remuns vibkrant and strong. What be todd us is chargesd
14 |'|| Tl 18 | i-.,'.l- Hmi |||'rq,'|| 155U s [0 |'i-.,' |_"-.|'\'||"-\,,'|| e :;'hl_'l [ [ N h-I.Ir.-.: '\.I'-\.| I|_'.|-_|'-.'| = (M1 ﬁ'\-‘.|| SHbes o

the ocean

Lella el e

lived a normeal daly
life, with expectn

Several months ago, Lons presented us with a memento which
included a very loaching mote. The memeiio was a picture of a clay
s ulpiure made by children of the Scuole IV Infanzia in Reggio: A tree
with roots that symbolized baoth the birth and growih of the preschools
of Reggio, and alzo the great adveniure of bringing the innovations of
Ky
Rosalyn, two cavaliere, friends who nide . . . with us. With ackmow]-
edgmemt of adveniures past and future.”

g0 Apserican seil. In the margin Loris wrobe a moie 1o Eli and

Wi are very pleased and proud that Loris numbered us amaong his
fricnds. His personality was sowarm, so vivid, soenthusistic thst we
felt as though our fricndship had existed all of our lives,
reencrgired and revalidated our belic in the potential that lives inall
young children, Always leoking to the future, always sparkling with
mew ldeas. e never seemed o time of the gre il pclventure he hiicl
siarted

| %

Lors :'-.1.|i.|-!_l-.|.'.f.--_||r|1h||:q'|J i himsel! a wonderful mosaie of chars
teristics that will bead ham o have permissent impkect on s frends,
his communily, and on early educahion throughoet the world, He wos
an idealist: alter World War 11 had tom his country wpuar, I clisCpdizel
that the fufure of his COETy {amd of nll countrses )y would mest on
n_'-;l!-l.-'lng thee sascial and milelleciual |1||I._'r|I.|.|I ol Uhe emerging gemneri
s of chaldren, In the service of these ideals, he becune a sclvolar
on he Lpi o o chilidren -\.I.-\."n'||l-sl and constnesct both know ledze
anil social r:'I.|I|||||~.I1||'-- He resld and emegrated, on thes omc, the
st innovative thinkers of the cenfury: Dewey, Pragel, andl ¥ ypodsky,
nmmcrg alhers, Based on these sources, be was ohle ioconsiract a new
approach 1o early educatton,  This m tum led hon 1o become a
cimmpiunily leader. energ e thie comunumiy, parcmls, il 1eachers

ol K

the crentivity and the “huemired linguages”™ of childpen

ey formelale and emplement a prograem that coadd cultrvate

Mo the icdens that he helped develop have spread far beyond Begg

Thesuccess ol the B o ppproacly, fostered and disseminated by the

force of his intellect, personality, amd commibonent, have reached
beyvond Ensiliz Romagne, and beyvond laly, 1o enhance the lives of
chaklren in many comiries thnowg ol the world, Ye shall mass you,
Lors, bat we shall conlinoe i the exciting vemure dul we entened

lanpelhwer

Eli & Rosalyn Salix




Mamy days have now passed since the untimely death of Loris Malagurei. and 1 snill find myself unable 1o compretiend his passing and our loss, My most immediate thoughts
and prayers wene and siill are for those in Reggio Emilia who have known and loved Loris for so many years, My sadness is surely mingled with a sense of awe that someone
colel e so full of life at the time of death: and my greeving i= empered by my gratitude al having had the opportunity 1o know this unigeely remarkable man, ©m comioried
By the belsel that his spirti lives on in the minds and hearts of all thise whio were touchad by hus warmith and wsberstunading., inspired by |5 passponate embrace of new ideas,
HT1 | n.']l\.'ll:l-;'|1|_|'.'l.'l.| h:m s maoaal iﬂ'|p1.'1'.|l:|'--'.' that we newver spop anguiring aboil hosw best 1o Care for the VOUTECST MITIWLE LS.

In reflectmg on my experiences with this giant of 2 man, [recall the occasion of our first meeting - a 1 5-minute appoiniment for the expressed purpose of obtaining permission
tobring the first delegation of ULS. educaiors (actually, teachers-in-iratnmg 1o Beggio Emilia. Twohours Lger, | lefi his office Feeling overwhelmed, privileged, and challenped

mzch the samie as | have felt inevery subsequent conversation with hiny, 'We were quite the ood conversational pair, my awkward guestions limited by my maosbest prsp of
the ltalian |11|'|E."L|i|]_.".f'. and his |\.'I|;...'[|'I:l- responscs both poetic and scholarly, Yet Dremember sell the essentials of his aswer ton 1% sl i sibsie liowe hie e ran his work in Beggio
Emilin. Whether or not be understood the pragmatic intem, his response was a reflection of his personal ethics as well as his philosophical stance on his work, 11 also served
s a preview of whid [ would lewm from him in our many subscquent exchanges, and provided me with three guiding principles that now infosm my own professional poals
and activities.

In the begimming | he mobted, ““we oidl ner Eaow wliar 1o de we only
Epew wient we i mod waent fo g™ Thus the radinons of observa
tion, exploration, hy pothesis generating and lesting
were extablished as normative modes of teacher
behavior in the Reggio Emilia schools, amd the
concept of inguiry was presented (o ose 28 o new
wily of conceptualizing teacher training and profes
sional development.

“Bregin wirh the children . he declared, when |
asked agmin abowl how he determined priorities
avied the rest will be faken care of ™ This simiple
stitement of commitment 1o and respect for chil-
dren illustrates the principle behind the wealth of
sicial supports provided (o families of voung chil-
dren i Reggoe Emilin, and provides seane expland-
twan for why some have claimed that their carly
chaldhood progeram as “the best i the world.™ This
pranciple behes the conservative apinion that an
“wilequale sy edocation 1% sufhicwent, and now
SETVES A% o manira inomy swork andgd .b:l.l.-:'-.'.l...':. Ll
behall of young chilibren b the U5, g A
||I1I e "'. [ g+ 48 .II v Erarmel
And finally, throughout our copversation, he shared with me the B awdra Plectatior. Fisiaue
imporiance of cosperanive and collaboranve relationships among
prarerts, feachers and chitdren as the essential means by which 1o
identify amd achieve our goals in early childhood education. 1t ks
becouse of this last principle that [ pm most confident that Loas'
good deeds and brilliant thinking will contimue 1o inform and inspire
those who care about young children,

Laris _’-1,1I.|;;|.|_.l AR I.:F:u.':. Bia s 1% Our imdressed IJI1|1I'E"\.|.!|I1I5III.]__' ol e
rights and abilitees of chibdren, the nehness of muliiple poants of
view, and the pofeniinls of collective action in behallof o socwy s
voungest citizens. In short, he challenged ws to recogniee thal we
have much yet 1o do and leam on behall of yvoung children, and lse
gave us some of the 1ools with which o de this work, not the leist
of which is the spirit of cooperation and collabormion tha he
engendered among us. 1is in this spirin that his work continues.

Rebecon New

Rebwres New w5 a prefesser of sdacarion af the Usiversiny of New
Hamprarre

In o weay of measaring time, my relatbonshipwith Lons Malaguea
wis very brael = | first met him o 3 visit 10 Beggio Emilia in May
1993, Fortunately for me, | was able to spend time with him on fwo
other occasions, in June and December. But there are other ways of
(e LR T R IThe plensily of My encounict with "-|.||.|4.'-|l £ and
the profound effect that I had on my thinking made me feel like 1
hived kv likin for o long time. The experience literally left me

sleepless, wnable to um of f my thoughts and wanting desperately o Mlarch, 1992, [ wis i the ateles i Diana Schaool, one of the fzmous preschools of Reggio Enilia, when
rethink everything 1 ever thowght and rewnie everything | had ever I first et Malaguzeen, Instantly | kiew iwas e He radiated presence wmd commuand, 15 thene had been
written about carly childhood education. He liscrally altered my  any question, his eves would have given him away - lively, piercing. black/brown. Lager, when | knew
world view. influencing how 1 see and interpret not just education,  him better, his eyes penetrated, questioned, drilled, laughed. envissoned

but life in general. Through personal experience, Malaguzei helped

me gain appreciation for parsdos. His words inspired and threat- He answerad our delegation's guestions for three hours. Each answer took an unexpected nom; What

ened me ol the same time;, | felt affirmed in beliefs bt alse  Escreativiey? I0is dressedd inevervday clothes. How do your schools hamdle culturally differem chilsbren
challengid = both right and wrong. So, too, | find a paradox mhis  Children bring their culiure with them if the school invites itin. What happens when children poon to
death, [ feela personal loss because there is 50 much more 1 wanted the elementary schoad?  Every child has the right to o happy early chaldbood,  Hes anssers pul

1o lecurn From him. so many questions that Ldid not gettoask, Atthe  responsibility on us 10 revisit assumptions, redefine words, realign realities, The schools Malaguzsi
same time, | feel a gain because as the owtstanding teacher e was,  directed and shaped have no casy answers. 18 is said that be had gream expectaties, that he even madde
Malaguzzi gave us the wols to leam for ourselves, Inthe principles  weachers cry. Theater, rather than education, provides the best analogy for Malagueei™s work. He was
of the Reggio Emilia approach — collaboration, co-construction,  director, impresario. producer. Human developmient was the drama, schools were his stage, childsen and

provocation, decumentation, snd more — we find the means and the sduls ihe players, surprise the leitmotif, In the U5, we are easy o ourselves. We placare children: it
power o continue leaming, to gain understanding and 1o ask more is-easier than watching their struggles. We usurp their prerogatives; it is casier than being midwife as
questions. What's meore, | feel more comimmitbed than ever b wirk intelligence develops. We provide answers: i s easwer than Bistening. Malaguesi's work shows us what
toward integrting his philosophy - with integrity and passion —inte  can be achieved if we abandon easy answers and insteadd partake in the drama of the development of the
my wirk on behalf of WOmEI choldren, Lamales and eaclsees. human h-.‘iﬂ;.'

Suie Brodekamp Ann Lewin
Coe Hrre Riiap i IRF eRFRTar @l el may dhe |."|r.ﬂ'.l'|‘|'.l W oy
Nariomal Aisarsfran for o Fadiecitran off Yasas { dnlalrew ANAE YD Vo [essim b0 ke fowaier and frg stedand of Fibe Nafromad | darmony Cewder sy Wekrmeion, 1.4



We, Baji Rankin, Lowise Cadwell and Eva Tariui, were each privileged to kave spent a full year
fun Regwio Emilia az interns in theiv sochools. We soorked in the Diane, La Villetta, Aona Frawk
aard Pable Neruda sckools and therefore were able ro kave knorwn Malaguzzi personally and te
have ewoorked alongside him as e collaberated with teachers, atelieristi, pedagogisti and countless
Soreign visiters. We all feel indebted to him for the tremendous professional growth we made
ditring enr respectivoe infernships, growth ahich continees to fourish as we follswe onr indivrdnal
pattkes here in the U8, We monrn the loss of Malaguzzi, but hope that his inspivation aill continne
to mrorst edncators to advocate for children and their families,

. B R N R R
AR

LA
]

AR

.
=™
N
-

Baji Rankin, Louise Cadwell and Eva Tarini
Hait, Lowise god Eva were interns frome She [ntted States wobe spott w schoal vear in the Reppro Eailia eaely
dltiithond poagram

Bt = more thiss one week after the death of Malaguzezi, and | am making fimal changes in myy dissertation
In mwy stady = about collaborstion as the basks of carly childhood curmculum development in Beggio
Emilii = | speak ofien about Malagueszi®s key contribations 1o the development of Repgio schools, All
of @ swliden | realize that | have 1o clange all the present tenses 1o past lenses: “Maliguzze is — no, was

a theorist wiwd an educator wiho dedicated his career 1o constnscting theory and praclice together. He
il thas, along with other educators and parents. in the process of developing a system el schools where
theory would serve practice. Theory ks successiul, he poanted out, only to the extent that 18 helps teachers
understand their work.”

[his, of cowrse, 15 el as e vow o il was before he died. Tni faet. the i:I1FI-llﬁ:I-Ih'l.'1 if this stmtement shimes
through o me even mone strongly since ks deshe Yeo how poignont, to realize, one more time and on
one more level, that e is no longer a pan of this evervday life, 1 feel his spirit is still bere. and his wiork
continues in the wiy it has affecied me and many oithers, but | miss his vitality. his energetic speak g,
his never-ending curiosity, and his continuing desine (o baild stronger systems of schools for chiBdren,

| feel very graveful 1o have had many opporiamitees o listen o him, o speak and mteract directly witl
b bt vy work - especially inthe vear spentin Reggio, and 1o imerpret him for others, His abilinees
to indeprate being an arteculofe and inapiring thoeretician, practitioner. and politician are tare, mxdeed. |
find my=elfcommimed, noaw mare tham ever, tocoainue his work — rother ourwork - a5 Dwork withothers
on building excellent classrooms and schools for childsen everywhere we can, — Baji Rankin

Chnie off vy strofgest memeries is of Malogwe working with teachers af Diano and Y illeten schools; shin
sheeves mlled up, furtowed brow, thinking, reading transcripts. looking al drawimgs, review g sdeas,
trreless

D winter Saturday moming Malagurzi, Ven, Morina Mori and mysell met inthe mini atelier of the
five-vear old room st the Diann school, The guestiion: Where 1o go with the ree project? We fooked
ot chilidpen s richly detmiled collaborative drawings of irees as e trees transformed through the seasons,
Wie were anticipating Malaguze s response o the drawings. He didn's Py mikely anention o them,
Irestizadd his qpueestions were: “Butwhere ane the livimg trees” Whens is their experience with living irees?"

As e often wis, Malaguzei was direct, cutting o the heart of the fssee

Last spring Bremda Fyle amd | had the opponunity 1o give a slide presenistion o Malkaguezi, the
pedagogist, and several atelierisn and reachers on what we had been able o acoomplish with classroom
ey iromments, mulerials and project studies in St Louis, Afer the presentation there was o long pagse,
some qquestions, and then Malaguza spoke for o long time. He made many commenis. all of them
cratically homest. Amiong other comumeints, he said many of our classrooms fooked like attics.  Did he
mean oo clutered, 1o dark, spaces o genernic rather than spaces designed for specific numbers and
sonts of actvities? Perhaps all of the above,

We retumicil to 5, Louis with new conviction that, as Maloguez and the “Equipe” had suggested, we
needed 1o establish a demonsiminon site o serve as o comamon reference for our larger Danfiorth funded

project. and that in this site we nesded o knock down walls, w et in more light and w create an atelier.
Our conviction was conagious. Jan Phillips, the director of The College School, made it her prionty, Pasent architects became involved. Parents donated money. Parents
and staff contributed ideas and labor. We now have a stunning atelier. The space has been transformed, Tknow it is there today because Malaguesi was direct, honest and eritical;
because he wanted the best for children and teachers, We thank him, and the pedagogesn, teachers amld atclenstnol Beggro Bl for the insparation and conviction they gave
and contimue o give us Louise Cadwell

AL the beginning of my infernship in Reggio Emilia, | wrote: “Today | heard Malaguee speak o an Australion defegation, Listening o him, {(when | understand i makes me
relax, | think because e speaks so heavily in concepts and metaphor that | con begin to move away from conerete specifics, and to sort of dance on a different plane of thinking,
If | concentrate on this image of the child that he's always painting. child as strong, powerful, curious, child as researcher, explorer, questioner, then | can casily "see’ how |
et Lakee this all home. Another reason Malaguzzi is ineredible is becawse | can think about what he says mo just in terms of leamingfteachingeing with children, but also
in terms of relationships between people in general. He has such on expansive way of speaking about human nature and human potential and human needs that 1 find it both
shimalateng miwd comnforting to listen to him.”

Since Malagursi's death, | have been reflecting more than ever on my imtemship and on the effect it has had on me professionally. |realize that the above experience repeated
iself chroughout my year in Reggio becasse Malaguee, by repestedly advocating for the rghts of children, invariably spoke of the rights of all people. He spoke of equaluy
and reminded us that rights (and privibeges) canmot be arbitrarily bestowed upon one group of people and net on anether. And inthe complex and detailed world of the Reggie
Emilia schoods, this humane message always served to remand me of a broader picture, of a larges message (o bl

Although | have been back in the United States for seven months now, Malaguezi®s “image of the child™ is an ever-presemt anchor for me. [ was speaking with my prncipsal
recently about this image of the child and about the fact that keepang this concep present while 1 reach constandly alters my observations of the children, my thinking alxm
therm and also my relationship with them, There is a spiraling phenomenon which oceurs inowhich | dive off this image of the child into my usual routing i my classroom
Immsediately | find that 1am more interested in the actions and thoughts of the children, more willing to listen 1o and also probe their thinking, more able to hear them and 1w
b armazed and awed by theirconsiderable tmbent, capability, curiosity and motivation ioexplore and leam. These observations, especially ifthey " re documented photographically
o on N, peinloree the idea that children ARE poseriul and cunous, thi teey e research anel exploge. that they do have theorics about things, bul ane flexible enough o change
(re-constrect) their thinking in the face of new evidence. And | am sperred on 1o search even mone closely for the “tracks™ of children’s thinking amd talen

Whar happens o me then is both satisfying and frustrating: 1 Dind mvsell capluned by so much of wiat my ¢ hildren sav and do, that | have to pick and choose, to priontiee whick
papects 1o focus on and extend and which ones o simply allow 1o take their own course, [t is never an easy choice: in fact, sometimes it is rather difficalt NOT o follow up
on spemething, just because [ don't have the time, or becowse there i already too much gomng on

| mast admin, of course, that this is a wonderful "problem” o have, that of having o much from which to choose. T think that my contact with Malagues and Beggeo Emsili
is direcily responsible for opening up this new waorld, this new way of living with adwl thinking about children. Thank you so very much.— Eva Turini



Loris Malagued was a great man and 4 great thinker who helped the
peopke of his community create a school system that refleces all the
bzt guialivees of their local culture and &t the same time the qualities
o his oo Brilliamt casy of muind. His thinking was never linear bat
always spiraling around the samie core themes inever more interest-
ing and rach variaiions. He knew thousamnds of ways of tosching and
creating exchanges with others, but he was especially gifted in how
he wsed mesaphors and levels of language and complex. aesthets-
cilly powerful visual displays {documentation! The Hundred Lan-
puages Exhibit!y, He was o product of his time and place and
ihoroughly imbued with the habits and preferences of his locale bait
at the same time wniversal imhis sense of hertage and n the scope
ol his concems. He was deeply collaborative in his way of working.
These wre the things | remember abowl hom,

His enommous persistence in staying true o course while consider-
ing and synthesizing layers and layers of possibilities and oulcomes
wits always evident when hearing him think out Towd, for example,
when participating in a small group discussion or meeting around a
table with a groug of chose colleagues. This was the settmg in which
I got 1o Know him best and had my most unforgettable experiences,
As the fabric of one of his arguments grew longer and longer,
extending mto more and more considerations, rationales, images,
and associations, until it seemed the contimuity of weas must be bos
and et ane more thing could be said (bt stll many more would bej,
one coubld finally comprehend and appreciale how Lois sustaimed
the integranive energy for years and vears
tircresle a scleool system that mow displays tO
all oof the featuires — clarty, unbkly, larmony

= usuitlly associated with a thearenwcal sys-
e rather than the messy real world. Wha
a wonder 1o come upon sech & person in
such & seemingly unespected place
U HRegpio who?™ as my sudems say) and
yel such as o mike anyone - me, oo -
encourigped 1o believe we each are valu-
able, creative, und necessary to collective
progress - just as he said!

Is

memoria

Carolyn Edwards

Caralve Edwards i w professor of fawily
siuedies b e Ulmroersty of Kewtwely sied eoe
af the ealirers of The Huwdred Lauguages
af Children: The Repgio Emilia Ap-
ferogel fo Eardy € hildbeod £ducarion.

Malaguzzi is gone. What o crushing [act.
Havw are we to goon withow the inspiration
he has given us? Perhaps “revisiling”™ our
expericnce with him will lighten this hlow,

My understanding of Malaguen changed over the eight years that
I knew him, [ always respected him as a powerful and charismatic
beader, bust inatially | could not follow him during his most cloguent
moments, He would speak in metaphors and | would ask, “Yes, but
what do yvou do? What are your guiding principles of
nstnsction’ Invariably Malagues would demur or would proclaim
that thas attention e technigue 15 an American guestion. Gradually,
s | studied the Reggio approsch | could see a wuly unigue set of
teaching strtegies inoperation. Then why had Malaguezi not told
e in the beginning?

Malegueri was a careful teacher. He knew it was imponant for me
to understand his vision before 1 deall with technigue. He knew |
wis @ careful observer, butl needed 1o situabe mvsell in the midst of
his purpse - o create schools where belonging is an essence, where
children spend their day seeking and explaining connections, whene
teachers are research pariners with children in their business w
deepen undersianding.

Mellalngueeed naig it by giving us o vision. Onee undersiood, the vision
becomes our personal guide. We develop, in diverse and creative
ways, our own means i actualize this vision, His vision is noed a
vague romanticism, bul a precise insistence, often tobd in the miost
delightiul anecdotes, on the inielligence of all chibdren, 1 am so
thankful that | knew Malaguzei long enough for him o neach me this
prmprtant lesson: we must understand before we Lok in onder 1w
know what we see, Therein les the program for action. Therein lay
his spceess. | will miss vou Loris, and 1 prosnise the Amusement
Park video will be finished by Movember,

George Forman

Giewepr Formmae & & profeoor of educanon ot dhe Daroersiny of
Wetsrarckasetrs soned & war eelivor of The 100 Lowguages of Children:
The Regeiv Ewilia Approack te Eavly Childhoed Education,

malaguzzi

The news of Lors Maloguezi's death was especially shockmg smoe we were expecting Lons i
Califormia in two weeks, The Hundred Langoages of Children exhibat has been at Dominican College
for four months and the response in Califomia has been fantastis, Loris keew this and had communicated
his excitement in coming throegh many messages with Lella Gunding,  Around the exhibit, a series of
four seminars was created tobuild knowledpe of the Reggio Emilinedocational approach. Lells Gamdin,
Amelia Gambetti. Baji Rankin, Carolyn Edwards and George Forman began 1o build the foundation
knowing Loris was to be ot the last seminas “The Image of the Child™ a week before closing the exhibin,
Ir the sparit of Reggio Emalia and Lors Malgguz i we decided 1o continee the semmnar as planned,

Mo e koo ledpe of Loris” death deepened I became vty sad at the loss. I was so looking forwand to
b-clnp: l.l."|1h].m'i.\. aiid 'Jl.anng oaur mhhu.l.lllﬂ 1 rclilliurl |Il|hﬂ‘ I:!dli'hil el I|'|-E sernars, | waited 1o walk
|!|.'n1|.|_|!|;]1 thee exhilat wath Loos s i::l.l,‘!un“«l,: my Il'll;jﬂ.lphlx. Mamt of all | was |:|I|'I-H|'||_q forward mh.-a'-'ing
pasta and drnking wine and gerting to know each other, T wis sad that Twas not going 1o be able io share
him in person with my educational community and colleagues.

Lons Malagues ouched me both personally and professionally. 1feel very lucky to-have been able to
meet Loris inmy Hfe. He las inspived me 1o inspire others. He showed me great generosity of spinit and
knowledge, 1 sensed his sest for life and his deep respect of children.

Eorts would be very happy 0 know tha mone than 250 people came 10 the seminar Feb, 12, 1994 and
joined in a tribute to Loris and his work with Lella Ganding and Susan Lyon.

Susan Lyon
Naesaw yom -tk the et fevecror for The Hundeed Lawgwages of Children exdiber s Dominteaw College,
Kaw Kafaed, Calif,
- My stronigest impression of Lors
l 0 r l S is aof his lively mand, In his pres-
ence especially, | always wished
I could understand and speak
lilian and thereby get the fall
benefin of his thinking. 18 was o
hurd to keep up with his ideas, his
it metaphors, and his penetr-
ing observations, throughthe translation process. Where
clad lis pdea and insights coime Trom. | wornder? How
can we continee 1o leam from the practices he stimulsied
aned inapired? Where do we po from here witlsowt kim?
Surely, one of his wishes would have been that we
f comlinge o work 1ogether on behalf of all children.

Lilian . Kalz
Ll Ktz 5 ihe prevstdent of the Nativaal Asrociation for

s I lwrcrrrom af Yoswp Cdiaren F N X Fawad e dferector
awf ERIE, e Eleaetmghonse on Miemeatary auad Koy
ClllBood Fafwcarion ar the Uneversiry of Wliwee, Db,

W'as il Lons Malaguzel s background in joummalism that

made him such o keen observer and effective commu-

micator? In my mitial and unforgetiable contacts with

himm, he very quickly conveyed the keys to his approach:

a protound respect For children and a commitment 1o

helpeng educators nourish children’s natural abilities to

construct knowledge from ther first months of life. Although be paid tribue o John Dewey and other
great minds, it was clear that this great visionary s chiell mentors were children.

Personally, meeting Malaguzed was a life-changing experience. As an an educator, | was deeply
irspressed by his recognition of children's capagity 1o use symbolic languages to communicate various
stiges of knowing. This was a considerable leap beyond the notien thas an activities for the young child
ire useful primarily for self expression. He cenainly taught me as & muscum educator o listen mone
carefully 10 our youngest visitors and encourage their adult companien to become more effective
prertiers with children in their explorations and discovenes.

Malagur s voice can be clearly heand inohe exhibition, The Hondred Eanguages of Children, Those
i take time tooread his words will be rewarded by the dynamic insights of a brillizm educator, theoris,
philesopher, prophet, poet and advocate for the rights of children.

Fam Houk

{am Flawd v obe cwrsntor of e N wwalved awenaees Fxbidis, wobiod i ow fowe o Nortd Amerivg {ier catdemdiar
ferrimps ).

O pdea central tomy andersiandmg of the teachimgs of our beloved Malagues s thin teachers must
possess i habit of questioning their certainties, It seems to me that this characteristic of teaching i
exsentinl to our understinding of emergent curmiculuny; our pbility 1o deam from and with children, their
pirents and our colleagues; our willingness (o question and wonder and delight in the discoverses of the
chald; our W“annlﬂﬁ o consider the perspeciives il oahers: our diq!ﬂx\.‘i!um L I'EI.'-:!-_H,II.i.r.-L' 1k |1,!iH,:hiI:IF
decizions are based on iy and unigue ety of variahles tha are wl,rlph:'d wathimacoime st of rl,:hﬂ'il:rn\hlrw
— el therelone cunnog be h|n|p||1||.'-|,| v i cerkan Tormala of ieaching response. I is udn;lknltiq:m 1 e
open o possibilitees, 1o assume a ol cal syle of researcly, 1o be willmg o Listen o and -'.'|.1|‘|I.-|:|11p|'..'|ll,: ileax
that conflict with our own, This habin of 1||.||,::«.[i.-l:lllinyL certainties is the sumulus [or research, for
contineally updating our knowledge of chiliren, It is essentnl fo co-leaching, 10 co-leaming.

Malaguzzi his taught us to be flexible, to know that anything can change tomormos, bul that we can be
secure even il we are in the pricess of changing., Even though the world changed when Malaguez lefi
s, we cin be secure thad his ideas. has work, his challenges dre lorever with us amd prert of us.

Brenda Fyfe

Neraals Mile i dem ol ioeTanle o el iier ol dedincaaieoar il Wederter f aee T, YR T



THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN

Children have the right to be recognized as the bearers of important nights: individual, social and legal,
They bath carmy and constract their own calure and are therefone active participants in the organizalion
of thisir identity, their sutonomy and their capabilities, Thi constrisction of this organization takes place
throy; wtionships and internctions with’ peers, adults. ideas and objects, as well as both real and
imaginng Evertsol nln.rmmun'lcmiw: ]

Accepting this statemd il premises for a higher level of participation in
citizenship by the indive £ n relationships, while at the same lime crediting
children, all chlldrtn, with :nhn patential of extraordinary richness, sirength and

:muv:ly. l'h:mr.lfﬂai a7 isunderstood or allowed 1o wither because this type of neglect

1o fulfill and alsoexpand.allof e potcntial, 2 pn:u:ﬁs. which can be sccomplished by recognizing and
valuing children’s capacity to soci b -_| £ them affection and trust. by satisfying their needs and
clesines 1o hearn, Ttis nqually:mpn 1, thian children focl assurcd of aneffective alliance with adults who
are ready o give help o sandimg which will favor more than the simple transmission of
knowledge and skills, b weln of their ability to research constructive sirategees of
thinking and setio

This fenal point is

8l ligences, free thinking, reflective
and sensitivied el

it iation and in gy wvath ofher

i dimension whech

i "'f et ¢t the contribution of
15 abwi 'f o developing, growing amd
tch, of edutional intgraetion, of culiure and of
i Tamilics, bl also renews

| asipuction of knowledge.
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Eipate freely jvely in the elnhyem

ol |__ ppiences of growth, ¢ i leaming whilk

el dr.lcg.mmuf ‘er, nor estrangement. On the contrary, there shoubd
m SETICE | -.. for fhe parents such as the dpe valued by our institution’s long tradition and
H#t {'.'rnnur i, weav e developed, as part o pole, o strong entreasy by the school for parent
pariCipation, because we Know how fruitful strong cobpétdp with families can be in order 1o establish
i s i I‘il of assurdnee und well-being on the g JEARE children. We have also put inbe place
a network of comaumication which can lead to more trik ‘ﬂ iprocil knowledge aboan the child and
leaming. This systemofedmmunication abso leads 10 mpraprefitable and shared “researching™ {or the

winys, the comtent, and e vilues of o more effective ediscation.

1o of the founding principles and
nﬂmﬂ:d tis the public imstitution,

I.lI

Chn the part of the parents, we find primarily voung parents, parents with differens types of jobs, with
different maturation, different hack grounds, often of different ethnicity. but all struggling with problems:
profdems of limited time at their disposal, of the cost of living, of the difficulty of their role as parents,
of fears of solitude and of their worries about the futere, Allthese parents also have a great need (o matter,
a need 1o speak and discuss and reflect on their problems, problenss which revolve primarily around
themes which have 1o do with the growth and education of their children.

1F the schal and the parents converpe 1oward a collaborative tvpe of “culme™ — interactive, as this isa
choice which has advantages for everyone, because everyone searches for experiences which are laden
with meaning - thenone canunderstamd how very hostile and mistaken isa philosophy of self-sufficiency
arwd preseripisons, and 1o the contrary, how fremdly and fradiful is o pedapogy of panicipation and
research,

Pamicipation and research are in fact two terms capable of crysiallizing moch of the more peneral
conception of our educational theery, and o the same time of highlighting those most mportm
prerequisites for both faunching and sustaining o cooperative understanding between parents and
tenchers with the belief that this pantnership sdds immessurably 10 the educational prospects of childeen.
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to the memory
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and to the gift of his vision which he
s0 generously

shared with the world.
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